


As President, the U.S. intends to continue to work closely with the P6 and to
continue to support the direction set through the hard work of the previous presidents this
year, indeed of the presidents of the past three years. We will remain open to supporting
broad dialogue, we will continue consultations, and we will work to build upon and
broaden the already almost unanimous support underlying CD/1840. Our hope is to see
the CD become relevant again.

In the weeks leading up to our presidency we have also been listening, and we
plan to respond to the calls from a number of member states for additional discussions of
the agenda items. While we will continue to focus on CD/1840 as the desired outcome of
this year’s CD activities, with the support of the P6 we propose a series of informal
meetings during Session III, in late July and in August. The purpose would be to enable
States to address, again, the full range of issues on the agenda we adopted at the
beginning of this year. We have asked our seven coordinators to resume their roles and
to chair our discussions again. They all stand ready to facilitate our discussions, for
which I express my thanks.

The full exchange of views in our renewed informal discussions will help refresh
all the issues in members’ minds, will help advance consensus on CD/1840, and will help
inform our final report. It is proposed that each agenda item will get equal treatment
which, given the limited time left to our Session, will be a half-day meeting. By
scheduling these meetings after our break, this will enable delegations to consult more
fully with capitals before our discussions, and arrange for the presence of experts during
those meetings as well, if so desired. It is our hope, and objective, that these seven
informal meetings will allow us to review our entire agenda and further develop support
for CD/1840. The Secretariat will be handing out the draft schedule of activities.

Colleagues,

There is still enough time left this year to return the Conference to substantive
work, and to restore value to the seemingly empty phrase that the CD is the sole
multilateral disarmament negotiating body. We know from past precedent that the
Conference can accomplish substantive work, even late in its session, and we encourage
all delegations to show flexibility in our deliberations and enthusiasm in our discussions.

Thank you.
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