






The Convention lays down detailed obligations regarding annual reporting by States 
Parties on the implementation of their obligations. 

Taking account of the fact that, at least initially, not all States will be party to the 
Convention and that some States not party may wish to continue to use cluster 
munitions, provision is made in Article 21 for States Parties to engage in military 
cooperation and operations with States not party to the Convention that might engage 
in activities prohibited to a State Party. This provision specifically does not authorise 
a State Party to develop, produce, or otherwise acquire cluster munitions, to itself 
stockpile or transfer cluster munitions, to itself use cluster munitions, or to expressly 
request the use of cluster munitions in cases where the choice of munitions used is 
within its exclusive control. Each State Party is obliged to encourage States not party 
to the Convention to become party to it, and, where it engages in military cooperation 
or operations as referred to above, to notify the States concerned of its obligations 
under the Convention, promote the norms established by the Convention and make its 
best efforts to discourage States not party to the Convention from using cluster 
munitions. 

Mr. President, 

It is a matter of particular satisfaction to my government that the Dublin Diplomatic 
Conference was able to reach an outcome by consensus. 

I am also glad to be able to inform the Conference of the message addressed by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations to the Conference on the occasion of the 
adoption of the Convention. The message of the Secretary-General was as follows: 

"I am delighted that the strong calls to address the humanitarian impact of 
cluster munitions have been answered with the adoption today of this new 
Convention. I welcome this successful outcome of the Dublin Diplomatic 
Conference, and congratulate everyone who contributed to the process. 

A broad-based coalition of States, international organisations and civil society 
has brought about a new international standard that will enhance the protection 
of civilians, strengthen human rights and improve prospects for development. 

As Secretary-General of the United Nations, I am honoured to accept 
depositary functions under the Convention. In addition, the entire United 
Nations system stands ready to support and assist States Parties in 
implementing their treaty obligations. I therefore encourage States to sign and 
ratify this important agreement without delay, and I look forward to its rapid 
entry into force." 

The President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Jakob Kellenberger, 
addressing the Conference at its opening, quoted the St Petersburg Declaration of 
1868, saying that, in renouncing the use of bullets that explode in the human body, the 
Declaration constituted the fust prohibition of a weapon in modem international 
humanitarian law. He said that the International Military Commission that adopted 
that Declaration, in its own words, "fixed the technical limits at which the necessities 



of war ought to yield to the requirements of humanity", and noted that the challenge 
and responsibility before the Dublin Diplomatic Conference was to set those limits for 
cluster munitions in 2008. 

The statement delivered on behalf of the International Committee of the Red Cross at 
the conclusion of the Conference concluded that the Conference had met the 
challenge referred to by President Kellenberger, and had "done so decisively on 
behalf of humanity". The ICRC statement went on: 

"You have confirmed that cluster munitions which have caused so much loss 
in past decades are not only morally repugnant but are now considered illegal 
under international humanitarian law. We have a very strong treaty which 
recognises all those who have needlessly died or had their lives shattered by 
the weapons you have now banned. The implementation of this treaty will 
undoubtedly allow many children in future conflict zones the chance to grow 
up to be adults. It will also afford their parents the chance to feed those 
children from the harvests of lands not contaminated with cluster munitions. 

In adopting this Convention you have put in place the last essential element in 
an international legal regime to address the effects of weapons that can't stop 
killing. With the Anti-personnel Mine Ban Convention, the Protocol on 
Explosive Remnants of War and the new Cluster Munitions Convention we 
now have the tools to prevent or remedy the often tragic consequences for 
civilians of all explosive munitions used in armed conflicts. We have also 
established a broader norm that those who engage in armed conflict can no 
longer just walk away from the long term consequences of the munitions they 
use and leave the burden to local communities, often in the poorest countries 
on earth, to deal with." 

As noted in his message to which I referred, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations has agreed to act as depositary of the Convention. Following the preparation 
of authentic texts in the six official languages of the United Nations, the Convention 
will be opened for signature in Oslo on 3 December this year, and will enter into force 
six months after the deposit of the thirtieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession. 

It is our hope that the Convention done at Dublin on 30 May will attract wide 
adherence and will have a significant impact, both in terms of addressing the risks to 
civilians posed by existing cluster munition remnants and of preventing future use. At 
the same time, we remain fully committed to pursuing efforts in the framework of the 
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, including during next month's 
meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts. 

The text ofthe Convention as adopted, in English, French and Spanish, may be 
consulted on the website of the Dublin Diplomatic Conference, which is 
www.clustermunitionsdublin.ie - it can be found there as document number CCM!77, 
dated 30 May 2008. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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