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Mr. President, 

r would like to congratulate you on assuming the Presidency of the 
Conference on Disarmament. We hope that, with your great 
experience, we will make real progress. My delegation stands ready 
to fully cooperate with you. 
r would like also to thank the distinguished Ambassador of Ukraine 
and his delegation for their excellent work and wisdom during the 
Ukrainian Presidency of the Conference. 

Mr. President, 

We all noticed the number of important developments in the CD 
during the first part of this year 2008. Among these developments: 
the High-Level statements at the CD, the draft Treaty on 
Prevention of Placement of Weapons in Outer Space, tabled by the 
Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation, along with China. 
We have also witnessed interactive discussions under the guidance 
of the seven Coordinators on all the agenda items. A great effort has 
been done by the six Presidents of 2008, including the submission of 
the document CD / 1840 on 13 March 2008, while the clear 
attention, paid by the Secretary General of the Conference, should 
be highlighted. 

My delegation would like to make preliminary comments on the 
document CD 1840. 
First, r would like to congratulate the six Presidents of 2008 for 
their excellent work in the preparation of the Document, and 
encourage them to continue their consistent efforts to bring all CD 
members on board, to find a satisfactory outlet to the stalemate in 
our Conference. 

Mr. President, 

My delegation believes that the preamble of the said document is a 
good one and contains the following positive points: 
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- It keeps the door open for other proposals. 
- It does not preclude the outcome of discussions on any item. 
- It affirms that the work will be carried out under the Rules of 
Procedures of the Conference. 
- It also affirms that the work will be without prejudice to future 
work and negotiations on its agendas' items. 
- It affirms implicitly, in its operative paragraph, the importance of 
the four core issues and the linkage between them. 

On the other hand, there are still some points which should be 
improved in order to reach a satisfactory, balanced and acceptable 
agreement. These are the following: 

- The imbalance in the mandates. The document insists on having 
negotiations on FMCT and discussions on items 1, 3 and 4, 
- While talking about FMCT, the document does not mention 
important issues, such as stocks and verification. 
- Talking about discussions of items 1, 3 and 4 , the document 
doesn't stipulate anything about the aim or the outcome of the 
said discussions. 

Mr. President, 

We appeal to all Members States to show an acceptable level of 
flexibility and political will. We believe that we have to continue to 
build on this progress in order to achieve a satisfactory programme 
of work. 
My delegation stands ready, as always, to participate in the 
discussions on the Document and will do its best to reach an 
agreement on it. 

I thank you Mr. President 
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