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Statement by 

Permanent Representative of Germany to the Conference on Disarmament 
on the 

Draft Decision by the 2008 Presidents of the Conference on Disarmament (CD/1840) 
at the formal Plenary debate on Thursday, 20 May 2008 

I. Mr. President, 
First of all, I would like assure you and the other members of the P6 platform of 
Germany's fullest support in your efforts to guide the work of this Conference and in 
particular to bring the CD finally back to substantial work and to its coretasks. 

2. I would also like to fully associate myself with the statement delivered by the Permanent 
Representative of Slovenia on behalf of the European Union at the last formal Plenary 
debate on Thursday, 15 May 2008. 

3. We were very much encouraged by the momentum developed as a result of the initiative 
taken jointly by the six presidents of the CD 2006 that has clearly been taken up and 
brought to an even higher level in 2007. This has fostered our hope that finally in 2008 the 
deadlock in the work of the CD can be overcome. 

4. Germany very much welcomes the efforts undertaken collectively by the six CD­
Presidencies of 2008 to draw the appropriate conclusions from the discussions of the last 
year and the first part of our 2008 session. In particular, we highly commend the way in 
which the P6, building on the work of their 2007 predecessors, again gathered the views 
of the CD Member States and managed to merge all these views into a coherent layout for 
our work. Solid bridges have been built by CD-Presidencies and the other CD Member 
States throughout last year and during this session of the CD to help the few remaining 
CD members join the existing already brought consensus. 

5. In our view the carefully crafted Draft Decision by the 2008 Presidents of he CD 
contained in CD/1840takes into account in an honest, fair, balanced and comprehensive 
manner the interests of all CD members - and in a realistic sense of compromise leaves 
them equally unhappy with it. 
Germany therefore wholeheartedly welcomes this Draft Decision by the 2008 Presidents 
of he CD. Its elements indeed reflect the necessary decisions the CD will have to agree on 
to get back to work. 
I am happy to express Germany's full and unequivocal support for the Draft Decision 
contained in CDI1840 as it stands. 

6. Mr. President, 
Getting the CD back to fulfilling its function as the single multilateral forum at the 
disposal of the international community for disarmament negotiations is all the more 
urgent against the backdrop of the security challenges that we are facing today. The 
threats to our security are more diverse, less visible and less predictable. Non­
proliferation, disarmament and arms control remain indispensable elements of cooperative 
global security between States and are essential for effectively addressing those threats in 
a global manner. 



With the adoption of the Draft Decision by the 2008 Presidents as it stands by the CD we 
would clearly send a decisive signal to the world outside this Council Chamber that we 
take this task seriously. This would underscore the relevance of a multilateralist approach 
to security and testify to our commitment to a multilateral treaty system, which provides 
the legal and normative basis for all disarmament and non-proliferation efforts. 

7. For now, it is of utmost importance that the CD adopts the fundamental decision to get 
back to work. We therefore call upon all delegations to show the utmost flexibility and to 
display constructiveness to achieve this goal by-quickly-adopting the Draft Decision by 
the 2008 Presidents of the CD contained in CD1l840. There is no realistic and viable 
alternative to this approach. 


