


Mr. President,

Since I am taking the floor for the first time during your Presidency, while
recognizing that it is your inaugural session, I would like to express my sincere
congratulations on your assumption of this important, but demanding and
uneasy post. My congratulations also go to your predecessor, Ambassador Y.
Bersheda of the Ukraine, as well as to the other members of the P-6, namely the
Ambassadors of Tunisia and Turkey, for their diplomatic skills and efforts

which contributed to the substantial and promising discussions during the first

session of the CD in 2008.

Ladies and Gentleman,

Poland is in a full alignment with the statement delivered on May 15 by
the Permanent Representative of Slovenia on behalf of the European Union. At
the same time, please allow me — Mr. President — to briefly state the Polish
position and vision for the CD given the situation it is currently facing.

Since Poland and other 2006 CD Presidents took strides to invigorate
Conference work by setting up the P6 platform for close cooperation, we have
realized that the CD does not exist in a political or international vacuum. As the
distinguished Ambassador of Germany rightly pointed out in his statement of
May 20, the CD, as the single multilateral forum for disarmament negotiations,
is at the disposal of the international community. Unfortunately, after nearly a
decade of a splendid hibernation, I believe the international community will

present us a check with a very short payment due.



Mr. President,
The positive outcome of the II NPT Preparatory Committee and the

extensive discussions conducted during its course demonstrate that there is room
for maneuver in the field of disarmament and non-proliferation and ultimately,
the stalemate in the UN system in this regard can be overcome.

Therefore, Poland welcomes and unequivocally supports the Draft
Decision by the 2008 Presidents of the CD contained in CD/1840 and
presented on March 13, 2008 as it stands. We firmly believe that this proposal
constitutes an extremely well drafted compromise. Furthermore, it does not
prejudge any future outcome of negotiations and allows the delegations to

formulate and table any proposals during the course of the negotiations.

In conclusion, Mr. President, we call upon all States-Parties to the CD to
show the utmost flexibility to get the CD back to substantial work. I am sure this
decision will have a tremendous impact, not only on the UN disarmament
machinery, but also on the entire, global security environment. It will move
forward both bilateral and multilateral negotiations concerning the disarmament

process and bring us closer to a safer word. After all, this is the common

objective for all of us.

Thank you Mr. President.



