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Thank you Ms. Chairperson, your excellences and dear colleges, 

It is unfortunate that the first time when I have to use the opportunity to address the honorable 
members of the Conference, it is under circumstances, when Georgia has been subjected to an armed 
attack from the Russian Federation. 

The aim of the Conference has always been to create a secure environment in spirit of the principles 
of the Untied Nations Charter. It is regrettable, that today we witness violation of those principles and 
commitments by the Russian Federation. 

I'm sure you all have been thoroughly following the latest developments in Georgia. The situation 
had been aggravating on daily basis in the course of the last week; The Russian armed forces have 
occupied large parts of the Georgian territory and have been carrying out massive bombings of 
Georgian cities throughout the country far from the conflict region of South Ossetia. 

The international community will have the opportunity to thoroughly consider, investigate and 
assess all violations ofthe international law by the Russian side one by one. 

Let me note, that Georgia has always responded with an utmost restraint and cautious towards the 
provocative acts conducted by the Russian side itself or through satellite separatist regimes in Georgia. In 
all past cases it was possible to avoid major confrontation and keep the situation under control, to the 
great extent thanks to the international involvement. 

The acts of the Georgian authorities had been aimed to react and defend security of the peaceful 
popUlation against acts of the separatist regime of South Ossetia. Georgia has acted in compliance with 
the rules governing conduct of hostilities, while the Russian Federation used this opportunity to carry out 
its invasion of territory. 

The Russian side continued its military action after the President of Georgia ordered on August 10, 
2008 all Georgian troops to unilaterally halt fire and withdraw from the territory of the Tskhinvali region. 
This has been confirmed at the UN Security Council meeting. 

Despite the statement of the President of the Russian Federation on the halt of military activities (on 
August 12, 2008), Russia continued overwhelming military aggression against Georgia. 

Even after reaching agreement on August 12, 2008, on the principles on resolution of Georgian­
Russian conflict, mediated by the President of France, Russian Federation still continued occupYing 
further territories of Georgia and bombings of the civilian targets far beyond the conflict regions. On 
August 13, 2008, the Russian troops ceased the city of Gori, causing mass destructions and severe 
damage to the civilian population and infrastructure. These acts had been done in grave breach of the 



rules of international humanitarian law, such as violation of the principle of distinction, followed by the 
incideIJ.ts of mistreatment of civilians and looting of villages on behalf of the Russian Anned Forces. 

We would like to underline, that the representatives of the international community - international 
and h16manitarian organizations have not been granted an access in the territories controlled by the 
Russiall armed forces, which further intensifies doubts as to real aims followed by Russians in Georgia. 

The number of civilian targets bombed or otherwise attacked by the Russian armed forces clearly 
indicates that it was not just a collateral damage: Apartment buildings, Gori Market and Municipality, 
Poti seaport, the railway station and airport in Senaki, BTC pipeline, Kopitnari airport near Kutaisi, 
airdrome in Upper Abkhazia, Bridge linking eastern and western Georgia, civilian radar station near 
Tbilisi, etc. 

In the recent past, the Russian side was repeatedly accusing Georgia of rapid militarization. We 
once again underline that Georgia has never exceeded the limits set by respective international treaties 
and arms control regimes: all allegations and accusations of that sort represent just a sheer demagogy. 

On the other hand, the Russian Federation was actively supporting separatists by armed supplies, 
trainings, logistic, etc. The Russian Officials held highest governmental posts in self-proclaimed 
government of South Ossetia. As a result, via support by the Russian authorities and Russian 
peacekeepers stationed in the region, the separatists carried out attacks on Georgian police and civilian 
population in the conflict zone. 

Ms. Chairperson, 

There are strong indications, proving that different types weapons, including Rocket Complex 
9M72 Iskander (SS-26 Stone) etc. have been indiscriminately used against civilian population and 
infrastructure [targets in] of Georgia. The deployment of such weapons against peaceful popUlation and 
civilian objects vividly reveals the inhuman brutality of Russian troops acting on the territory of Georgia. 

MS. Chairperson, 

This is not a forum to be used for polemics and demagogy so characteristic to Soviet mentality, 
especially that Georgia had openly declared its commitment to abide to principles governing friendly 
relations among states, principles of democracy and rule of law. Some may call it "avanturistic line of 
Tbilisi" and criticize those "some countries" that supported Georgia and continued to do so. 

While I, Ms. Chairperson, would like to express the gratitude to those "some countries" as their 
support primarily stands up for respect ofthose democratic values, human rights principles and freedoms. 


