


that civilian casualties took place in course of conduct of hostilities and we do mourn for 
those civilians, as the loss of any civilian life in situation of an armed conflict is a tragic 
event. 

Mr. President, 

It is most unfortunate, that the civilian population throughout Georgia became a direct 
victim of the aggressive acts of the Russian Federation. In particular, the Russian armed 
forces have acted in breach of the major principles governing means and methods of 
warfare under international humanitarian law. These violations continued even after the 
cease-fire agreement, that was brokered by the President of France, Mr. 5arkozy acting in 
capacity of EU President, has been signed by the presidents from both sides: Georgia and 
the Russian Federation on 15-16 August 2008. On August 23'd, only after one week of 
military occupation of the part of the territory of Georgia, the Russian authorities 
announced of their pull out from the territories of Georgia proper, however, it has been 
done only partly. As of today, the Russian forces occupy the territories of Georgia 
proper4, going beyond the conflict zone of Tskhinvali Region of Georgia. Apart from the 
fact, that the Russia's behavior represents the manifest violation of the cease-fire 
agreement, the situation has been further deteriorated by the acts of looting, pillage and 
destruction of property, detention of the civilian population and their inhuman treatment, 
summary executions and hostage taking by the Russian armed forces as well as on the 
territories falling under control of the Russian armed forces. 

When speaking of the violation of the means and methods of warfare, it seems that the 
principle of humanity that guided Fyodor Martens duirng the drafting of the treaties in 
international humanitarian law, has been forgotten by the current Russian authorities. In 
course of the last 2 weeks, the civilian objects (cities, hospitals, academic facilities, 
church) throughout Georgia have been subject to military attacks in violation of the 
principle of dinstinction. While leaving parts of occupied territory of Georgia, the 
Russian armed forces left mined railroads, civil infrustructure and public offices, that per 
se do not qualifiy as military objects under the respective rules of humanitarian law. The 
acts were rather directed to increase humanitarian crisis, develop economic restraints and 
terrorise ordinary civilian population. The time-line as well as information regarding the 
civilian objects subjected to attackslbombardment has been enclosed with this statement. 

Mr. President, 

I particularly would like to draw the attention of the Conference on the use of cluster 
munitions and other types of means of warfare having indiscriminate effect on civilian 
popUlation by the Russian armed forces. In particular, the Russian armed forces 
extensively used [and left) missile system 9M72 "Iskander" (55-26 Stone), Short Range 

4 This means that the Russian Anned forces apart from remaining in Abkhazia. Georgia and South Ossetia. 
Georgia are still present in the territory that was under control of Georgian territories before the outbreak of 
hostilities. such as villages near Gori, Port Poti and nearby vicinity, Upper Kadery, etc. 
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Tactical Ballistic Missiles "Tochka-U" (SS-2l Scarab), multiple launch rocket systems 
"Grad" and "Uragan", different modifications of cluster munitions (including RBK-2S0). 
The pictures of cluster munitions is enclosed with this statement. 

The large amount of unexploded ordnance and anti-personal mines has been left. often 
purposefully on the roads, meadows and farms, resulting into civilian casualties on daily 
basis. The existing situation has a grave consequence on hundreds of thousands of 
internally displaced persons that have been willing to return to the places of their 
permanent residence. 

Apart from the civilian objects and civilian population, the Russian armed forces targeted 
Georgia's environment - bombarding with the incendiary munitions the mountanious 
regions of Borjomi and settelement of Tsemi. The broad areas of timber land have been 
set on fire, several hundred hectares of unique flora including the protected plant species 
of National Park were burnt to the ground in violation of the Protocol III of the CCWS

• 

Mr. President, 

Today, as I speak, we are still waiting that the Russian government would adhere to the 
Cease-Fire Agreement, act in good faith and leave the territories of Georgia occupied by 
its armed forces. In that respect, we appeal to all members of the international community 
to support the internationalization of the problem-solution and confidence building 
process, with the active participation of all relevant international organizations and 
mechanisms. 

Thank you Mr. President. 

, Article 2(4) explicitly prohibits making forests or other kind of plant cover object of the attack by 
incendiary weapons, Protocol IlIon Prohibition or Restriction on the use of Incendiary Weapons of the 
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons which may be deemed to be ExceSSively Injurious or to 
Have Indiscriminate Effects. 10 October 1980; 




