




discussions in the CD, building momentum to move the CD forward out of 
its longstanding stalemate. As a member of the 2006 P6 who have initiated 
the new framework, I am pleased to note that the P6 mechanism has been 
enjoying a wide support from member states and was succeeded by those 
2007 and 2008 Presidencies. 

Mr. President, 

Although the position of the Republic of Korea on the four core agenda 
items of the CD has been expressed several times in this room, Mr. 
President, if you allow me, I would like to once again reiterate our position 
briefly. 

First, the Republic of Korea believes that the FMCT is the issue that is the 
most ripe for negotiation in the CD. An FMCT can be a building block for 
nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation given the delayed entry 
into force of the CTBT. Moreover, FMCT negotiations would reinforce 
mutual trust and reaffirm our commitment to multilateral disarmament. 

Second, on nuclear disarmament, the structured debates have revealed that 
transparency, irreversibility, and verifiability should be the guiding 
principles of nuclear disarmament. While pursuing a pragmatic, realistic 
and step-by-step approach, we need to discuss a range of issues such as 
nuclear doctrine and policy, operational status, reduction and verification. 
The ROK supports the concept of negative security assurances as a useful 
means of reducing the sense of insecurity of non-nuclear weapon states. I 
believe that nuclear weapon states should provide credible security 
assurances especially to non-nuclear weapon states that faithfully meet 
their NPT and safeguards obligations. 

Third, the ROK, as one of the countries which is actively pursuing a 
peaceful space program, views space security, including the prevention of 
arms race in outer space (PAROS) as an important issue of great relevance 
for the CD. In this regard, we welcome a draft PPWT, which was submitted 
by the Russian Federation and China this year, as a meaningful input to the 
substantive discussions in the CD on the agenda item of PAR OS. We also 
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believe transparency and confidence-building measures (TCBM) are highly 
important elements in building multilateral cooperation for the peaceful 
uses of outer space, and those two approaches of PPWT and TCBM can 
complement each other in obtaining the goal of peaceful uses of outer 
space. 

Fourth, my delegation believes that all four core issues are too important to 
be abandoned. However, as was pointed out by the Ambassador of New 
Zealand at the last plenary, it is neither realistic nor possible to begin the 
negotiations on the four core issues simultaneously. 

MI. President, 

Many people in and outside the CD are questioning the effectiveness and 
capability of the CD in coping with the emerging security threats to the 
international community. The numerous attempts to resolve this impasse 
yielded little prospects for success and evoked frustration among those who 
expressed strong hopes and determination to revitalize the CD. Some 
people who are pessimistic about the future of the CD often find the root 
causes of the current stalemate inside the Conference itself. 

A prominent British civil servant, Lord Hankey, said III his book 
"Diplomacy by Conference" that "the most important elements of 
diplomacy by conference are elasticity of procedures, small numbers, 
informality, mutual acquaintance and, if possible, personal friendship 
among the principals, a proper perspective between secrecy in deliberations 
and publicity in results, reliable secretaries and interpreters. The more 
dedicate the subjects, the more essential are these conditions." 

His words explain precisely why I believe in the prominent and promising 
role of the CD in the disarmament field and why I advocate its value as 
being too dear to be thrown away like an old hat. The CD, which is 
composed of relatively small number of Member States compared with 
other disarmament machinery, has all of characteristics pointed by Lord 
Hankey, except the "elasticity of procedures," which does not apply to the 
consensus-based rule of procedures here in the CD. However, I strongly 
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believe that if we could add a little more flexibility to our discussions, it 
could bring about more significant impact on the viability of future 
instruments as well as build deeper trust among the Member States than the 
elastic procedures. 

Mr. President, 

In a few days I will be leaving Geneva, but I assure you that my successor 
and colleagues from the Republic of Korea will continue to support you, 
and will constructively take part in the discussions in this Council Chamber. 
Thanks to the telecommunication technology, I will be able to watch and 
listen to the discussions in this room on a real time basis. In my new post, I 
will be looking forward to hearing any good news from this room and its 
success in facilitating a renaissance of disarmament and non-proliferation. I 
sincerely hope that the day will come sooner rather than later. 

Lastly, Mr. President, I would like to thank the all colleagues here, the staff 
of the Secretariat and the interpreters who have made my stay in Geneva a 
memorable one, and wish them all the success in the important tasks ahead. 

I thank you, Mr. President. 

-4-


