


Mr. President, 

The Conference on Disarmament (CD) will conclude its 2008 session on September 12. 
Today we have formally adopted the annual report of the Conference to the United Nations 
General Assembly. The discussions and negotiations on the draft report were brisk, 
transparent and productive. We commend you for steering this process in an effective and 
efficient manner. We acknowledge the contribution of your talented delegation and admire 
them for their diplomatic skills. 

Pakistan's position on CD/l840 has been reflected in CDI1851 which has been submitted 
as an official document of the Conference. 

In this last phase of consultations, I want to thank Ambassador Christina Rocca of the US, 
Ambassador Idriss Jazairy of Algeria and the delegations of Iran, Canada, Turkey, Egypt 
and the UK for their efforts to build consensus. I would especially thank Ambassador 
Wang Qun for his constructive and forward looking approach. I will be remiss if! do not 
mention the steadfast and resolute advocacy of Ambassador Johannes Landman for a 
breakthrough in the CD. 

I came to Geneva as Permanent Representative of Pakistan on March 14, 2005 and 
addressed the Conference on Disarmament for the first time on March 23. Since then, I 
have worked closely with my colleagues on the CD agenda. I also had the privilege of 
presiding over the CD in mid 2005 from July 11 to August 26. 

I will leave Geneva soon to serve Pakistan in another capacity. 

As I read out these valedictory remarks, let me underline that I do not pretend to have a 
better vision for the CD. I have no silver bullet. I know not of a panacea that can flx CD's 
problems. The impasse in the CD is because of divergences in national security interests of 
CD members as perceived at the highest levels of decision making. The CD itself is not to 
be faulted because all delegations come here to work hard and produce results. 
Negotiations on the four core issues have been eluding us because of the shifting priorities 
of the most influential actors. 

It may sound strange but the CD is not all about CD. It is a hub, a fulcrum for all 
disarmament-related activities in Geneva and beyond within the UN System. CD 
delegations, buttressed of course by expertise from capitals, support BWC and CCW 
regimes. The CD delegations influence and shape decisions in the First Committee of the 
General Assembly. Therefore, despite the absence of negotiations in the CD, this forum has 
performed the role of an active catalyst. That said, I agree that we do not need surrogates; 
we need the real thing. 

Wherever consensus has eluded, the stakes have been too high, national security interest 
too sensitive. Consensus building is a difficult exercise but it is not an impossible task. 
Diplomats have the skills to craft consensus even in situations which appear to be 



intractable. But to reach consensus their instinct must tell them that a particular issue is 
amenable to compromise. 

I want to thank all my colleagues for their camaraderie, their collegiality and their support 
to me in different settings. I cannot take their names because then I would be selective. But 
I want to thank all of you for your unfailing courtesies and empathy. I have met some of 
the best minds here in this CD. I have met some of the most accomplished professionals in 
the CD. I have had the privilege of meeting some of the best human beings in the CD. As I 
move on, I shall cherish my association with all of you here and with the CD. 

I also take this opportunity to thank Mr. Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Secretary-General of the 
CD, and Ambassador Tim Caughley, Deputy Secretary-General of the CD and Director 
ODA, who lead an efficient Secretariat. The Secretariat has serviced the Conference most 
ably and creditably. Even in the so called lean period, we have made the Secretariat work 
very hard. They have kept their powder dry for the hard times. I thank all of them. And I 
thank interpreters, who, week after week, have been trying to make sense out of what we 
say. 

I thank you, Mr. President. 


