





intractable. But to reach consensus their instinct must tell them that a particular issue is
amenable to compromise.

I want to thank all my colleagues for their camaraderie, their collegiality and their support
to me in different settings. I cannot take their names because then I would be selective. But
I want to thank all of you for your unfailing courtesies and empathy. I have met some of
the best minds here in this CD. I have met some of the most accomplished professionals in
the CD. I have had the privilege of meeting some of the best human beings in the CD. As I
move on, I shall cherish my association with all of you here and with the CD.

I also take this opportunity to thank Mr. Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Secretary-General of the
CD, and Ambassador Tim Caughley, Deputy Secretary-General of the CD and Director
ODA, who lead an efficient Secretariat. The Secretariat has serviced the Conference most
ably and creditably. Even in the so called lean period, we have made the Secretariat work
very hard. They have kept their powder dry for the hard times. I thank all of them. And I
thank interpreters, who, week after week, have been trying to make sense out of what we
say.

I thank you, Mr. President.



