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It would be in my view also not advisable to approach the question of the inclusion of stocks 

upfront in a generic way; in a "yes" or "no" manner or to seek a solution in a generic way in 

the discussions about the scope. A discussion on this topic could e.g. be started in the context 

of the requirements for an effective verification system: Iffor example an effective 

verification of the production ban required a specific tangible baseline for the cut-off, it might 

be necessary to provide data on the size of the existing stocks at least in an aggregate manner. 

The issue of existing stocks would also have to be addressed when dealing in the text with 

transfers or possible transfer bans. 

Also: Without an immediate binding moratorium on any further production of fissile material 

for explosive purposes, a premium would be put on complicating matters unnecessarily and 

delaying the FMCT negotiations. 

A universal CTBT together with a universal NPT and FMCT would constitute a solid basis 

for a process of step by step nuclear weapons reductions until the vision of nuclear weapons 

free world will be achieved. It would make in particular any step irreversible. 

The verification mechanism for the FMCT together with the verification system of the NPT 

could also constitute a decisive building block for a future mechanism to verify a nuclear 

weapons free world. It would indeed be a necessary precursor for a nuclear weapons free 

world. 

Allow me at the end to express my profound gratitude to all colleagues in the room for the 

their friendship and cooperation throughout my four years here. This includes, as is normal, 

many colleagues who left Geneva before me. 

Special, deeply-felt thanks go to the the Secretary General of the Conference and Director 

General of the United Nations Office Geneva, H.E. S. Ordzhonikidze and to the Secretary 

Generals High Representative for Disarmament H. E. Sergio Duarte. They supported our 

common efforts in differing functions and differing ways, but any progress achieved so far, 

would not be thinkable without their assistance and advice. 



- 5 -

A special thanks also to Jerzy Zaleski who will leave in a few month time, to Peter Kolarov 

who was invaluable to me in my capacity as Regional Coordinator of the Western Group in 

CCW-matters and to Ambassador Tim Caughley. 

UNIDIR has been and continues to be a powerhouse of ideas and inspiration, thank you for 

that. 

I profited a lot from and was supported by very differing institutions and I would like to 

mention pars pro toto the ICRC, the Geneva De-Mining Center (GICHD), the Geneva Forum, 

the Middle Powers Initiative (MPI), the Monterey Institute, SIPRI -, the web sites of the 

Accronym Institute and the Women's International League and so many others here in Geneva 

and New York. 

My deep thanks includes all members of the UN- aDA, the Support Group (ISU) of the 

B WTC, the interpreters, the meeting room clerks and -technicians who provided excellent 

services on a constant basis, here in Geneva, but also New York. 

Sometimes I am asked, if! feel any regret or even bitterness, that now that the prospects for 

substantial work in the CD finally are bright, I have been reassigned by my authorities to other 

duties. Such a question always brings back to my minds eye the Mount Nebo, which I visited, 

when I attended the Conference of the States Parties of the Ottawa Convention at the Dead 

Sea in Jordan. This is where, according to the Bible, Moses saw the "land of milk and honey"­

it must have been the valley of the river Jordan then- after having roamed with his people in 

the deserts for years. Here I have to add three remarks: 

Firstly, it depends very much on you, if the implementation of the CD programme of work is 

comparable to that land of milk and honey. Secondly, I have reservations, at least no 

immediate plans. about dropping dead instantly. as Moses did then on Mount Nebo. because 

thirdly, I would never compare myself with that ancient great leader of his people anyway. 

Thank you very much. 




