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A special thanks also to Jerzy Zaleski who will leave in a few month time. to Peter Kolarov
who was invaluable to me in my capacity as Regional Coordinator of the Western Group in

CCW-matters and to Ambassador Tim Caughley.

UNIDIR has been and continues to be a powerhouse of ideas and inspiration. thank you for

that.

I profited a lot from and was supported by very differing institutions and I would like to
mention pars pro toto the ICRC, the Geneva De-Mining Center (GICHD), the Geneva Forum,
the Middle Powers Initiative (MPI), the Monterey Institute, SIPRI ~, the websites of the
Accronym Institute and the Women's International League and so many others here in Geneva

and New York.

My deep thanks includes all members of the UN- ODA, the Support Group (ISU) of the
BWTC, the interpreters, the meeting room clerks and -technicians who provided excellent

services on a constant basis, here in Geneva, but also New York .

Sometimes I am asked, if  feel any regret or even bitterness, that now that the prospects for
substantial work in the CD finally are bright, I have been reassigned by my authorities to other
duties. Such a question always brings back to my minds eye the Mount Nebo, which I visited,
when I attended the Conference of the States Parties of the Ottawa Convention at the Dead
Sea in Jordan, This is where, according to the Bible, Moses saw the “land of milk and honey”'-
it must have been the valley of the river Jordan then- after having roamed with his people in
the deserts for years. Here I have to add three remarks:

Firstly, it depends very much on you, if the implementation of the CD programme of work is
comparable to that land of milk and honey. Secondly, I have reservations, at least no
immediate plans, about dropping dead instantly, as Moses did then on Mount Nebo, because

thirdly, I would never compare myself with that ancient great leader of his people anyway.

Thank you very much.






