


Madam President,

Since I am taking the floor for the first time as Ambassador of the Netherlands to the

Conference on Disarmament, I hope you will allow me to make some personal remarks.

I consider it a privilege and an honour to be here with so many distinguished and experienced
diplomats. It is also an honour to represent my country in this forum, succeeding the

successful and well-respected colleagues who represented the Netherlands in the past.

I have come to Geneva, to the Conference on Disarmament, with hope, optimism and high
ambitions. Hope that after years of stagnation, the Conference will attend once more to its
core business: negotiating and deliberating on substantive issues of multilateral disarmament.
Optimism that the CD, having adopted the programme of work on 29 May, will live up to its
role as the world’s only multilateral negotiating forum on disarmament. Hope and optimism
that the CD will grasp the opportunities created by the current global momentum for
multilateralism, and for multilateral disarmament in particular. A momentum that we cannot
afford to neglect. Repeating the words of our Foreign Minister, Minister Verhagen, in his
statement in this Conference on 4 March 2008: we cannot allow the Conference to remain in

limbo, let us get to work.

Madam President,

Despite your impressive personal efforts, we have not yet been able to reach consensus on
how to implement the programme of work we adopted on 29 May. This has not diminished
my hope and optimism, or lowered my high ambitions. I think we should continue and
redouble our efforts to translate that programme into meaningful action at the earliest possible
date. I can assure you and your successor as CD President, Ambassador Christian Strohal, that
the Dutch delegation stands ready to assist you in your endeavours to have the Conference

take up the tasks for which it was established.

We are convinced that the programme of work adopted on 29 May points the right way
forward and addresses the issues we should be dealing with. We believe that an early start and
conclusion of negotiations on an FMCT would be of immense importance, as a contribution to

both nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation. Goals that we all subscribe to.



The idea of an FMCT is not a new one. I think the first proposal for an international
agreement on fissile material dates back 30 years. So it is fair to say that the idea has had time

to mature. It is time to make it a reality.

I spoke earlier of my high ambitions. Over the years the Netherlands has tried to play an
active and constructive role in the field of multilateral disarmament. We are the host country
to the OPCW. It was a Dutch Ambassador who presided over the CTBT negotiations, the last
real negotiations that took place at the CD. We also chaired the negotiations that led to
Protocol V of the CCW. I think these examples demonstrate that we are willing to take

responsibility and to follow up our words with deeds.

I have come to Geneva with the ambition to continue in this tradition and this spirit of

constructive activism.

Madam President,

Now that you have come to the end of your term as President, I would like to thank you
wholeheartedly for your efforts and those of the P6 to guide the Conference and put us back
on track. [ am confident that your able successor, Ambassador Strohal, will be able to build on

the work you have done. As [ said before, he can count on our full support.
I look forward to working closely with him, with the other members of the P6, with the
Secretary-General and his staff, and with all the delegations in this room so that we can make

real progress in this very important field of multilateral disarmament.

Thank you.



