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Discussion on Measures for Improving the Effectiveness of the UNDC
Methods of Work

Chairman’s Summary of the Plenary Meetings of April 13 and April 17

The Disarmament Commission met in plenary on April 13 and April 17 and began
consideration of possible measures for improving the effectiveness of its methods of
work. During the two meetings, 27 delegations made statements, comments or otherwise
contributed to the debate.

Members of the Commission approached the task at hand being fully conscious of the
fact that this was not the first time the Commission was deliberating on its working
methods. In this context, the Commission took note of all previous efforts in this field
with emphasis on its work in 1998 and to Decision 52/492.

It was emphasized that the review of the methods of work of the Commission should be
carried out with a view to overall strengthening of the Commission’s mandate,
reaffirming its importance and enabling it to contribute to global disarmament efforts. It
was stressed that there was merit in looking at possible, practical and pragmatic steps to
enhance the Commission’s functioning.

It was also stressed that before turning to discussions on specific measures for improving
the effectiveness of the methods of work, it was important to answer some basic
questions, namely: What was wrong, if anything, with the working methods of the
Commission? What the reform should be aimed at? Have we accumulated enough
experience under the new procedures as to try to further improve on them?

In the ensued discussions the following topics were addressed by the Commission:
- methods of work in general;

- the agenda in the context of whether the current three-year cycle of deliberations
and the number of agenda items were appropriate;






