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Mr. Chairman,

My delegation is most happy to see you in the chair of Working Group I. We are
addressing in this Working Group today the two most seminal issues on the global
disarmament agenda. It presents to us a good opportunity to hear different views and
attempt, through a process of exploration, a common understanding and, possibly,
recommendations on both nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.

Efforts to address nuclear disarmament began as soon as nuclear weapons were first
devised, tested and used. The very first resolution of the General Assembly, Resolution
1(I) of 1946, adopted unanimously, sought the elimination, from national armaments, of
atomic weapons and all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction and the use
of atomic energy only for peaceful purposes.

The Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, the first
devoted to disarmament, accorded the highest priority to the goal of nuclear
disarmament and outlined concrete steps to achieve that objective. It affirmed that the
ultimate goal, in this context, was the complete elimination of nuclear weapons.

In elaborating the process of nuclear disarmament in its programme of action, the Final
Document called for a comprehensive, phased programme with agreed timeframes,
whenever possible, for the progressive and balanced reduction of stockpiles of nuclear
weapons and their means of delivery, leading to their ultimate and complete elimination
at the earliest possible time. It emphasized that in the task of achieving the goal of nuclear
disarmament, all nuclear weapon States, in particular those among them that possessed
the most important nuclear arsenals, bore a special responsibility.

Furthermore, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) concluded in 1996 that "there exists
an obligation to pursue in good faith, and bring to a conclusion, negotiations leading to
nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective international control."

Thereafter, the Millennium Declaration reiterated the commitment of the Member States
of the United Nations to strive for the elimination of weapons of mass destruction, in
particular nuclear weapons, and to keep all options open for achieving this aim.

The lack of consensus on disarmament and non-proliferation proposals preceding the
2005 World Summit underscored the fact that today there are sharp differences among
the States over the goals, priorities and approaches in the field of disarmament and that
these differences cannot be set aside or ignored.




