Interventions for the Working Group I of the UNDC

Mr.Chairman,


The past few years since the last UNDC session have witnessed a deepening crisis in our endeavors to effectively address issues relating to arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation. Narrow self-interest and exacerbated unilateralism have weakened multilateral forums which were specifically established to deal with those issues.

There is an urgent need for concerted efforts to bridge existing differences over key issues on the disarmament agenda under multilateral auspices. Therefore, we should continue our efforts to gather support and new consensus for further action on these vital issues.

We also observed discriminative and selective implementation of the NPT’s provisions. It was complicated by a lack of political will and determination to abide by prior commitments. Non-proliferation has been placed at the expense of the other two pillars—nuclear disarmament and peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

A trend that we see as reflected in the nuclear cooperation between a nuclear-weapon-state with State non-party to the NPT may also a concerned to us. This kind of cooperation will create significant political problems and runs a serious risk of resulting a further weakening of the NPT, which is already under considerable strain. 

The role of IAEA should also be strengthened in assisting developing countries to unimpeded and assured access to nuclear technology for peaceful purposes. At the same time, the non-diversion of nuclear materials into military purposes should be ensured. In responding to these compelling realities, we call all States for the further strengthening of the Agency’s integrated comprehensive safeguards system and greater adherence to the Additional Protocol. 

It is unrealistic for the majority of non-nuclear-weapon-states to indefinitely renounce their nuclear option in the absence of verifiable and irreversible nuclear disarmament. Therefore, adhering to the central bargain is vital for the survival of the NPT. The 13 practical steps agreed in 2000 represents a blue-print and a plan of action for nuclear disarmament. Its full implementation within certain time-frame, for example, by the year 2010 will be critical. 

Mr. Chairman,

No issue demonstrates a similar important than the fate of the CTBT. Although it is approaching universality, the CTBT has continued to languish due to the refusal of some of the nuclear weapon states to adhere to the Treaty. 

Negotiations without conditions on a verifiable fissile materials cut-off treaty (FMCT), focusing attention both on existing stocks and future production of weapons usable materials is very pertinent. The urgency for stricter protection of fissile materials calls attention to the need for the successful conclusion of such negotiations without further delay.

As widely acknowledged, the world today remains in a great danger of a threat posed that comes from the continued existence and new development of nuclear weapons. The only credible response to this threat is the total elimination of such weapons. In this context, security assurances against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons in a legally binding international convention without conditions have become imperative. 

The problem of full compliance with global arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation treaties has been the most severe. The twin crisis of compliance with NPT obligations, coupled with the failure of the nuclear weapon states to take concrete, verifiable and irreversible steps to eliminate their arsenals, have led to a crisis of confidence in the NPT regime.

It would be unfair to demand the non-nuclear-weapon-states to comply with their obligations while the nuclear-weapon-states have failed to live up their commitments. While non-proliferation objectives are backed by stringent enforcement and verification measures under the IAEA, so should the NPT’s disarmament commitments. A failure to deal with this issue through the creation of an extra-NPT mechanism runs the risk of NPT becoming irrelevant. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

