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Distinguished delegates,

I would like to thank all of you for having worked so hard and earnestly for the last three weeks to find common ground on the extremely difficult but also tremendously important issues we are dealing with.  Indeed, disarmament and non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction are quintessential questions that affect all of us and therefore require our common endeavors to address them.  

Whether we like it or not, and wherever we stand on these issues, none of us can avoid the realities we are facing: the reality that we have stockpiles of weapons that can kill all of us many times; that some of us are hundreds of times more powerful than others in weapons capability; that regardless of the size of our arsenals, the money spent on weapons could feed countless starving people; that we try to build up our own military power, while asking others to reduce theirs; that we are moving towards a more dangerous world, as more and more of us acquire more powerful weapons; and that we are often frustrated because we cannot do much about all of these realities. 

Distinguished delegates, 

I believe our efforts in this Commission are all the more important because of these realities, not despite them.  As we continue to discuss disarmament and non-proliferation, I think we serve an important role as a reminder of the realities that the international community has to face.  It would be even better if we could reach full agreement on how we will deal with these critical issues.  But even without agreement, I think the discussions we have and the efforts we make to narrow the gaps among our views are invaluable.  

Especially at this session, I am glad that we made progress, though modest, in our work.  We were able to agree on new measures to improve our working methods.  And on our two agenda items, we have formed a good basis to continue our work in 2007 and 2008.  For these achievements, I am sure the credit should go to all the delegates for their sincere spirit and constructive work.  

My heartfelt thanks go to the two Working Group Chairs, Mr. Zinsou and Mr. Duarte, who volunteered to take up these tough responsibilities and spared no efforts to move our deliberations forward. I would also like to express my deep appreciation to the Friend of Chair, Ambassador Sylvester Rowe of Sierra Leone, for his great contribution to our work based on his wisdom and expertise from the previous chairmanship.  And I thank all the members of the bureau for their contributions to the work of the Commission.  

Under-Secretary-General Nobuaki Tanaka, despite his recent arrival at the UN, has been so active in his interest and participation in the work of the Commission, and on behalf of the Commission I extend to him our sincere appreciation.  Finally, I wish to thank the members of the Secretariat: the Department of General Assembly and Conference Management team led by Mr. Timur Alasanyia and the Department of Disarmament Affairs team led by Mr. Ioan Tudor, as well as all the interpreters, conference room officers and document officers.

