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There can be no doubl that the spread of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) is among
the zravest threats conlronting the intemational cormmunity.

The international security environment has changed markedly since the end ol the Cold
War. Clobalisation has inereased the opportunities for states (o acquire or develop
WML, Moreover, with the rise of trans-national terrorism, we confront the possibility of
terrorists fulfilling their desire to oblain and use WMD, Tn (his complex global
envieonment, govermment straregies must be multidimensional, making full use of the
rantge of thols developed 1o curb the spread of WMD,

Australia 1s 1 strong supporter of multilateral approaches to non-preliferation, arms
comtrol and disarmament. The major treaties, including the NPT, and measures suc as
UNSCR 1540 are centrad 1o mainlaining shared international standards in this area. We
also strongly support practical measures that reinforce the multilateral treatics, such as
the sxpoit control regimes.

Australia readily embraced the Proliferation Security Imtiative s an importanl means to
atrenathen international cooperation on combating WMD prolileration. and we are
pieased thal support tor this inttiative continues 1o grow. We encourage those slalus that
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have not expressed support for PSI to look again at the practical ways it can confribute (o
the security of us all.

In July 2006, Angtralia accepted an invilation to join the US-Russia-led Global lmtiative
to Combat Nuclear Terrorisim as an inavsgural men ber. Members have adopled a work
plan which includes the Asia-Pacific Seminar on Combating Nuclcar T'emonisny, a
regional outrgach meetmg which Australia will host in Sydney in May this vear,

Like others, Australia considers that balanced and progressive steps lowards nuclcar
disarmament arc vital o the contmued political strzngth and vitality of the NPT, But we
should be clear that the burden of responsibility 14 not the nuclear weapons stales” afone.
All states nmust contribule by cnsufing an eavironment condueive to nuclear disarrmament,
A world frce of nuclear weapons will nol be achieved without complete and permane nt
assurances of non-proliferation,

Of scrious concern in this context are the cazes ol iran and the TRE. Iran has
committed scrious vielations of its NPT nuclear se.feguards oblizations and 18 continumg
development of its uraniuni enrichment program in defiance of the LAEA Board of
Governors and the UN Sceurity Council. Tran must comply with the IAEA Board and
UN Security Council reselutions nicluding by sugpending all uramum enrichment-related
activities.

Australia strongly condemns the nuclear weapon test by the I3PRK in Oclober 2006,
owever, Austrahia joined many others in welcoming the staicment released on 13
February following the six-party talks in Bejyng which conunits the DPRK 1o move
quickly 10 beein resolving the scrious international coneems over its nuclear prograra.
We look forward to the DPREK matching ils conumitments wilth practical action.

We should be 1n no doubt that the cascs of Iran ard the DPREK are not just a challeage for
the nuclear non-prolifcration regime. They also detract from the enviromment of
confidence eszential lor progress on nuelear disar nament,

Sy Chair

Augtralia remains committed to addressing the proliferation of 1lhicit small sems ard light
weapous through the UN Program of Action (LN PoA). In addition to national measures
o curh SALW proliferation, we will continue 1o provide practical assistance to alfected
states In oar reglon. Cooperation at the mternanonal level is cesential, however, 1 ve are
to stem the Oow of 1lieit weapons and reduce their devastating irnpact on peoples” lives,

Despite the enarmous efforts ol states to rid the world of anti-personnel landmines, they
conumue 1o posc a buge hamanitanan threat and & barmier o development. As current
Pregident of the Mine Ban Convention, Australia has strived to propote the
uiversalisation and implementation of the Convention through its President’s Aciom
Plap. Tn 2007, Australia wall support anti-person acl landmine clearance, survivor
assistanee and mine risk education m Cambodia, Laos, Victnam, Sn Lanka, Alghapistan,
Lebanon, Angola and Uganda.

Australia, ke other countries, 1s concerned about the potental threal w intemational civil
aviation posed by the acyuisition and use ol shoulder-lired surfave-to-ar missiles o
han-Portable Air Defence Systems (MANPADE) by terrorist and other nou-state groups.



-3

In cooperation with others, Australia is playing a leading role in intemational clforts o
countet the prolifcration of these weapons, As 1 ¢ Wassenaar Arrangement’s Plenary
Chair in 2006, Ausiralia conducled outreach on MANPADS to selected non-Wasseiaar
countrics. Australia continues to work hituterally. regionally, and multilaterally to help
counter the 1llicit proliferation of MANPADS, Thesc include efforts 1o enhance
coordination of regional capacity-huilding assistence activities o help strengthen
MANPADS exporl controls and stockpilc management practices, and helping APEC
economiss with their 2005 Busan commitment 1o undertake MANPATDS airport
vulnerahlity asscssments.

Australia believes that the irresponsible or illieil iransfer of conventional arms and thew
components is of such grave und preasing concem that this can only be adeynately
addressed through the establishiment of a legally binding treaty, Australia was proud (o be
onc ol the co-authors ol the General Assembly resolution on an Arms Trade 1reaty, and
welcomes the overwhelming majority which supported the resolution at TUNGA 61, We
encourage all states to respond to the Scerclary General by 30 Apnl with views on the
scope. feasibility and paramoeters of an Arms Trade Treaty,

Mr Chair, the 1ssues discussed i this forum bear on the sccunity interests ol all states.
They are (oo impertant for all Commisstom members not o embrace fins opporhity to
miake practical and pragmatic coninbutions to address contemporary challenges, We
therefore look forward to this meetmy: developingz practical recommendations for
achieving the objectives of nuglear disanmament and non-proliferation of nuelear
weapons; and making meammgful progress towards agreement on pracrical confidence-
building measures in the [eld of conventional we spons.

Thank you.



