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Mr. Chairman, could I begin by congratulating ycu on your election as Chair of “he
Disarmament Commission, and through you the burean upon their elections. Felieitations
arc also owed to the Chairs of the twoe Working Groups. [ am confident that deliberations
of the Conunission, under your able and skilled stewardship, will hind fruition in effect.ve
results. [ assure my delegation’s full support in the proceedings of the Cominission’s
wirk,

| also express our gratitnde (o the Scoretary-General {or his statement which reflects his
decp comnutrent towards the cause of disanmament and non-proliferation,

My delegation fully endorses the stalement made »y Indonesia on behalf of the Non-
Aligned Movemeat.

Mr. Chairman, this c¢yele of the substantive session of UN Disarmament Commission
(D) convenes in the backdrop of multiple sethacks crippling the disarmament and pon-
proliferation machinery. Alse as we look back we (ind the truil of disarmament and non-
proliferation cfforts besct with major and self-inflicing letdowns, We even regressed on
some {ronts let alone making new grounds.

However, it is not that everything has been disappointing always, Indeed there have been
some [lickers ol hope. & rarity though. We have scen some modicum of successes in 1995
and 2000, The modest progress made in regard (o the application of the TAEA safeguards
has been a welcome developmenl. The Conference on Disarmament (CD} last vear
worked towards an agrecd schedule with particular offorts to reflect the secunty concerns
of all states, We reeall the productive sessions of DU 1o 1999, In 20006, the DC sucereded
to overcome the impediments that prevented substaative discussions in the two previous
years. What we need is to Jook forward and build on these positive developments.

The best methodology to achieve disarmament and non-proliferation goals is to strise for
themn it a multilateral [ramework particularly activanng the disarmament machinery in
two fronts: the DC and the CD whose works 1n 1the recent years have been an acute
underperformance. We urpe the CD to resunie nepotiations on a programie for the
complete elimination of nuelear weapons and on a vorifiable treaty baning fissile matenal



within # specified framework of tme. To retain the credibility of the disarmament
machinery we need Lo deliver some sort of agreement on recommendaiions based on the

two agenda of the DC during iis current cyele.

The NPT and the C'I'B] remain the comerstones of the global nuclear non-proliferation
and disarrnament regime. We realfirm the need for full universality of the NPT, CTBT
and other international instruments without any single cxception. Yet regrettably to date
we do not have sufheient ratification to the CUBT for its entry into force. We appeal to
the remaining Annex 2 states 1o ratify it the soomest. Tt is dismaying how lack of political
will of some 15 eroding the entire NP regime. We call upon the States parties to the NPT
to fully implemeni the obligations under article V1 of the treaty and the commitments of
the 1995 and 2000 NPT Review Conferences, We urge the remaining states to join the
NPT without further delay,

Bangladesh’s disarmament and non-proliteration credentials are, as all will ag-ce,
impeccable. Despite having nuclear neighbours we have consciously and unconditionally
opted 1o remain non-nuclear. Bangladesh is the first Annex 2 nation in South Asia o have
sipned and ratified the CTI3T. We are party to almost all disarmament eelated trealies
including the NPT, the CTBT. We have also concluded safeguards agreement with the
[ALA including the Addivonal Protocols. These are tangible testimonies to our
unwaverng commitment lowards the goal of disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation.
We reiterate our principled position on disarmamenl and non-proliferation as reflected in
the outcome document adopled in the 14" NAM Summit in Havana.

We wish to remind that the greatest threatr to humanity comes Irom the continued
existence of nuclear weapons and use or the threat of their use and only total elimination
of nuclear weapons provides the  absolute puaranmice apainst this threal. However, we
remain deeply concemed at the snail’s pace of progress by the nuclear-weapon-States
(NW8E} to accomplish the iolal elimination of their nuclear arsenais. Truc some old
warheads have been destroved. But more atarming is that NWS, instead of disarming, are
adding mwore precision capabilitics to the cxisting stockpiites and developing new
weaponry. This cnhances the propensily for the't use with supposed reduction of
collateral damage thereby lowering the nuclear threshold. This is in contravention to the
negative sceurity assurances provided by the NWS. We reiterate our call for a universal,
unconditional and lepaltly binding instrument on security assurances 1o nen-NWS.

I nuelear weapons are perceived to buttress the sense of securily and countries appear to
benelit from their possession this will naturally prompt a rush for their acquisition. 'We
reaffirm that posscssion of nuclear weapons can never cnhanee safety and scecarity
because a nuclear war cannot be won.

In the fragile disarmament and non-prolifcration repime, weapons of mass destruction
including nuclear weapons falling into the hands of terrorists and non-state actors has
become rcal possibilities. Tesides, precision capatilities make acquisition and use of
these weapons more lucrative Lo the terrorists which will have serious and adverse



ramifications. We reiterate that the only fullprool measure 10 prevent terrorists from
laying hands on WMD) lies in the tota) elimination ¢f such weapons.

Bangladesh greatly values the repional spproach tc nuclear disanmament. We appreciate
the works ol all existing nuclear-weapon-frec-vones and call for establishment of morc
such zomes in the troubled parts of the world partizularly in the Middle Cast and Scuth

Asia,

Bangladesh reaffirms the mviolability of peacelul nuclear activities. It is, however,
disconcerting Lo note the use of extraneous reasons and tmposition of undue restrictions
by some NWS o deny the non-NWS of their riphts to the peaceful use of nuclear energy
and technology. We strongly advocate tor unqualificd implementation of the provisions
ol Articles I, 1 and TV of the NPT 1o uphold the inalienable righis ol all Siates to the NPT
to develop research, production und use of nuclear activities lor peaceful purposcs.

Proliferation ol conventional weapons, lueling conflicts and claiming colossal death toll
each year, is not a lesser threat than thal posed by -he proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction., Out of this growing concern, Bangladesh rcatiirms the importance of
practical confidence bulding measures (CBMs) in te field of conventional arms. CRMs
when adopted in a balanced and inclusive manner, has the potential 10 angment
inlemational peace and security by promoting openness, understanding and cooperation
and pencrating drust amoeng states. CBMs, therefore, can contribute significantly in
advancing disarmament and non-proliferation agenda.

Timing of this session of the DC cannot be more prepitious given the fact that it 15 taking
place just bofore the start of the next NPT review process. Apainst (he dismal stale of
affairs [n the disarmament and non-prolifcration regime, this presents us yet another
opportunity to make amend for our failures. The scrics of debacles must not deter us. We
should scize this opporlumty to engage in cffcctive deliberations during this session and
come up with positive outcomes to form a concrete basis and reference for the work of
the next Review Conference. Furthermore. we have to summon all our good will and
political commitrnent partcularly these of the NWS o forge nto a genuine collective
drive tor attaining the commaon goal of disarmament and non-prolileration.

I thank you Mr. Chairman.



