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Iniroduction

AL the outset, allow me to extend wmy delepation’s wurmest congratulations 1o 1ae
chairman, Anibassador Rosselli, and the bureau countrics on their assumption of these
important posts to the United Nations Disarmament Comumission (UNTCY, Your roles
are  crucially  important 1o owr work 1 produce meaninglul  and  concrete
recommendations next vear based on our deliberztions in the current session. We
belicve comttnuing the active dehates of last weur 15 crftical to achicving this,  The
Tapancse delegation. which sirongly hopes the LWNDC will make overy ¢llort this vear 1o
demonsirac to the inlernational community it is fully performing its mandated Tunclion,
assures the chair of our strong support m his endeavors 10 steer this year’s session o a
successfol outcone.

The meaning of this session

Mr. Chairman,

The internationsl community is tacing numerous ditficultics 0 the steady and cffcctive
advancerment of global disammament. These  difficulties will by no means be simple Lo
everemme,  lor realizing humanity’s carnest wish o a more peaceful and secure world,
however, we nst further strengthen our efforts to date, and take stcady, stop-hy-slep
measures for achieyving this goal.  1f we look back a1 the past 12 months following om
last deliberattony, we can perecive a new brealh of life being injected mta the field of
disgrmament. A number of these positive movemen's deserve mention,

In the arca ol weapons of mass destruction, the Sixth Review Conflerence of the
Riolooical and Toxin Weapons Cenvention (BWC) that took place in Genewva last year
was Tailed as a success. The normalization of the BWC process iz particular y
noteworthy since it had been unable to adopt a finul document for more than a deceds.
In the aren of conventional weapons, at the Third Feview Conference of the COW held n
Movember fast wvear. the staes parfies umanimous ¥ adopted a Inal document that
included commitments towards the implementation of the Convention and compliance
with ils obligalions. [Furthetmmore, in December an overwhelming majority of UN
Mumber States in the Ueneral Assembly adopted the ew draft resolution un Arms Trade
Tecaty (ATT), which Japan was a co-author.

Likewise, at the Conference on Disarmament, it w.as reassuning thal the focused and
substantive dehaley of the 2006 scszion have boen astively conlinued this vear.  Japan
strongly hopes that the Pé proposal currenily on the table will be adopted as carly us
possible 1o et the CD back to substantive work as the “single multilateral disarament
negotaling forum™  To that end, we encourage all CI) member states to take a
torward-looking approach while displaying the necessary {lexibility.



Mr. Chairman,

In light of these posttive developments in the field o disarmament, it is apparent that
considerable cxpectations have been brought to hear on the UN  Disarmament
Commission.  In order to further accelerale this momentum in the disarmament field, we
musl carry oul positive and active deliberations over the next three weeks wwards an
wpreement on benclicial recommendations next year. W e must demonstrate, whenover
necessary, the flexibility lor achivving this goal. We cannal allow any nepatinve
miTucnce on the cwrent momeninm,  This means we nssame a preat responsibility, and
cach country should hear this in mind throughout the current session.

Nuctear disarmament _and ponproliferation {WG1) and Conventlional Weapuns

{(W2)

blr. Chairman,

With regard to the issues of nuclear disarmument, nonproliferation and conventiomal
weapons, | would like to restale my country’s buasic positon in my general statcment
today, T will detatl my country’s specific und concrete “deas on cach asenda item within
the respective working groups,

Mr. Chairman,

As the only country to suller atomic bombing, nuclear disarmament has consistently been
Japan’s top priority.  Japan's posiion is clearly represented by our TN Gencrad
Assembly resotulion on nuclear disammament, which edvocares a realistic and gradual
approach towards the total elimination ol nuclear weapons.  'The adoption last year by
17 UN Moember Siates is clear evidence that the international commumily shares this
position.

The MNuclear Noo-Proliferation Treaty (NP} 18 being confronted by a wvariety of
challenges.  Nevertherless, the NPT still rematns the zornerstone 1o the rcalization of
international nuelear disarmament and nonprofiferation.  The next NPT Review pracess,
which will commence this month, is cxtremely important given that the 2005 Review
Conlerence was unable to reach wgreement on a substansial Outeome Document. Tt was
reassuning, therefore, that the participants to the NT'U Seminar in February hosted by
Tapan, collectively recoprized the imporance of maintzining the reliability of the NPT
To guide the 2010 Review Confercnce lowards a successful oulcome, conslruchive
dizcusstens are required m the first round of the NPT Preparatory Comimnittee, and Japan
is ready Lo fUfill its role as the chair designate.

Mr, Chatrman,
As one of the main supporting pillars of the NPT regime, the Comprehensive Test Bar

ireaty (CTBT) is of great sjigmificance.  Along with jornfly convening a CTIE Friends
Foreign Minister Meeting here in New York in Scplember last vear, Japan has been



making additional ¢ffints to promote the entry into force of the CTBT, such as inviling a
delegation from a country. which has yet 1o rutify the Treaty, 1o visit Japan in January this
year.  We once again call upon all the countrics that have yet to sipn or ratify the CTIY]
1o do =0 at the carliest possible opportunity.  Japan is determined to continue jts work to
ieighien the momentum towards the filth Conference on Facilitating the Fntry into Forze
of the CTUT in September this year.

Furthermore, Japan will maiplain and strengthen is active cngagements in this ficld
within the G8 Global Partnership. Dissrmament and nonproditeration cducation will alzo
be continued and encoursged. lo addition, lapan will make every offor o lurher
strengthen noclear security through cifective wavs such as the universalization of the
TAEA Additenal Protocol,

I'rom the perspeetive of promoting these afbresaid disanmatnent efforts, Japan reiterates
s condernmation of the nuclear test by the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea
{TIPRKY, and emphasizes that a nuclear armed PRI cannot be toleraled. Although the
agreement a1 the Six Party 1 alks In Fehruary is prog ess owards the DPFRK abandonirg
thetr nuclear weapons programme, cilons for the full implementation of the Juint
Statentent in September showdd be continued.

W1 Chairtman,

The necessity of conlidence building among states rist be emphasized as an effective
appraach o tackling conventional weapons, which are actually causing much of the
day-ta-day destruction areund the world.  From this perspective, Japan 1s very pleased
that the UN Conventional Arms Regiater, which is based on our 1990 TINGA resolution
entitled “lransparency in Armaments”, his become wcll-established as one of the vital
international instruments for promoeting contidence ameng states.

In the first part of this yewr's CL session, vigoroas discussions were carried out on
transparency m armaments.  During these deliberations the delegatton of Japan pomeed
put the relationship between the UN Arms Register and the current cllorls 1o oreale an
Arms Lrade Treaty.  That 15, ensuring the responsible transfer of weapons through an
ATT, and duly repistering those trimsfers through the UIN Arms Register, would further
improve the reliabilivy of the Register itsetf,  Ln this lght, an ATT and the UN Arms
Reyister are closely connected as practical measures for enhanctng  international
contidence building. At the Tokvo Workshop on §ALW hosied by Japan st moall:,
participants fron cach region of the world also undertook a bencticial exchangs of vicws
on an ATT in the context of effective measures tor tmsfer controls. While continuing
to work loward accomplishing the goal of ensuning the responsible transfor of
conventional weapons through an Arms Trade Treaty, Japan is committed 10 cooperating
with each country 1o build greater conlidence among = ates,

These actions being laken reilect Japan™s basic position, which artaches greal immportance
wr the TN Jramework o dealing with disarmarnent and nonproliferation, Japan would bike
10y take this oppurlunily to repeat s belief that cficetive disarmament and



nonproliferation will be secured through a muhitateral approach that ecaches agreement
among Member States, including those that produce and possess weapons, particular]y in
the discussions on conventional weapons, which are closely connected to national
security.

Conclusion
Mr. Chairman,

[t is widely known that Japan, as the only country s suffer nuclear altack, strongly
desires that such events will never ocour again anywhere on the carth.  Without eve:
mentiomng the example of (the resolutions om nuclear disarmament and on small arms and
light weapons, Japan s working tirclessly to premote disarmament and nonpeoliferation
as a central pillar (o our international diplomacy.

Conscquently, Japan weleomes the recently adopted resolution on strengthening the
capacity ol the Orpanization to advance the disarmament agenda (A 1L.53) We hope
this resolution will contribule 10 greater efficicney in advancing the disarmarment agenda,
including the activitics ol the UNDHC, Furthermuore, while steadily implementing the six
measures recommended for improving the effectivencss of the Commission’s methods of
wotk agreed onoal last year's UNDC, we must fulfill our primary task of assisting the
constriction ol a peaceful and stable tnternational community.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



