Staternent by Mr. Narayan Dev Pant, Minister Counsellor of the Permanent
Mission ol Nepal to the United nations at the 2007 Substantive Session of
the United Nations Disarmament Commission

(New York, 10 Apnl 2007)

Mr. Chainman,

It is a pleasarc o sec you presiding over the 2007 substantive session of the Disaymament
Commission. [ am confident that with vour wisdom and consummate diplomatic skill vou
will be able to sleer the session to a successfil concluston. | alse wish to felicitatz the
other members of the Burcau and the Chainmen of the working groups.

My delegation fully endorses the statement deiivered by the ropresentative of Indonesia
on behalf of the NAM countics.

I would hke to thank the Sceretary-(reneral for his enlightening remarks at the opening
af the session vesterday.

Mr. Chairman,

It 15 heartening that the Comumission will continve to consider two very signuficant
thematic 1ssues dunng the current cyele, namely ‘Recommendations for achieving ithe
objective of nuclear disammament and non-preliferation of nuclear weapons’. and
‘Practical confidence-building measures in the feld of conventional arms’, My
delegarion fecls that as a deliberabive foru, the Commmission should stnve to build on the
gpirit that fed to consensus last year on the agenda items and utilize the time aliocated for
the mweting prudently in forging comumon grounds with & view to generating a
momentum owards achieving the shared goals of inlemational peace and securty
through disarmament and non-proliferation.

Nr. Chaknan,

‘The exastence of nuclear weapons, including other weapons ol mass destruction, remains
a persistent threat to all bumankind. The fact that the world has a stockpie of thousands
of wons of highly conched uramum aod separated plutonimm, which are enough o
produce mare than 100,000 miclear weapons, is a stark reminder that uternational peace
and secunty 1s in abyolule crisis.

Further, series of setbacks for the mulolateral disarmement bodies—from ihe Conference
on Disarmament to the United Nations Disarmament Commission o the 2006 Small
Arms Rewview Confercnce—are omimous developments. The fact that NPT 2005 review
{Conference was unable to adopt & final document and that the 2005 World Summit
Outcome Document did not contan anything substantive on disamament and nom-



proliferation speaks volunes about the state of affairs in the field of disarmament in
peneral.

M Chanman,

When the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation was signed in 1968, hopes were high thar
while nuclear-weapon states would gradually cut down on their nuclear arsenals, non-
nuclear weapon states would desist from acquiring them. The 1995 Review and
Extension Cemfercnee and the 2000 review Confercnce provided an added sense of
oplinism  in the context of promises made by the nuclear-weapon states, Bual,
unfortunately, the commilments made at that timsz have hardly been tramslated o
tangtble actioms. It is therefore in the interest of all that the current state of mertia must
come to an end.

br. Chanman,

As a State Party o NPT, Nepal remains fully convinced that the Treaty provides Lhe
fundamental basis for nuclear disammanient while also serving as an important insoument
in carbing the vertical and horeontal prolileration of puclear weapons, It has been our
principled posinon that only the lotal climimation of nuclear weapons will provide e
absolute puarantee against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. As an inoterim
measure, carly imtiatives need to be undertaken for the conclusion of universal,
uncondional and legally binding mnstrumernt on security assurance 1o non-nuclesr
WO states.

While we believe that the nced to preserve the sanctity of this multiateral Treaty s a
precondinon to achieve the goal of disarmament and non-proliferation. nuclear-weapon
stales and those with nuclear capabilities should scl the example by acceding to the
Treaty.

br. Chatirnan,

We strongly feel Lhat the proposed fissile matenal cut-off trcary (FMOT) has 1o be
coticluded in earnest, while sirengthening the TAFA's safcpuards system so as o
reinforee (he existing venfication mechantsm for the non-probferation regime. Tt has
become all the more urgent Lo prevent terrorists from acquinng the nuclear weapons.

Mr. Chalemnan,

The trend of plobal wade in convenlional weapons 1s equally alarming. Developing
countrics. many LDCs among them, as the largest conswmers, have been suffermyg from
destabilizing accumulation of arms in their territorics. This soberimg situation needs 1o be
addressed in real samest.

We believe that one modest way to mitipate the negative effects of the conventional
weapons is through the development of practical confidence building measures. Such



fredasures create congenlal atmosphere among the stakeholders to enter hito meaningiul
cooperation w carrying forward the objectives of disanmament at ali levels. We share the
view Lhat dialogue, transparcney and voluntary sharing of information contribute to
tessen threats. |ikewise, incrcased interactions as part of CBMs promote a sense of
ownership which enhances the chances of success for common inibiatives, Lasting
suceess, however, tequires that the special needs of the participating countmes are give:
due considerations.

[ also wish, in this conlext, to emphasize the importance of regional initiatives as
effective ways to achmeve the poals of disarmament by way of consolidating the
confidence-tilding measures at the repional level. Tn this context, the Repional Centres
for Peuce and Thsamament w1 Africa, Asiz and the Pacific, and Latin Amcrica deserve
appreciation lor the important works they have accomplisiied in the field of disarnarment
ml their respective regions. We are hoping that the Regional Contre for Peace and
Disarmament for the Asia and Pacifie will beeome lully operational from Kathimandu
afier its proposed rclocation from New York as mandated by the (General Assembly
resolutioms.

3r. Chairman,

In concluding, we cormmend the role playved by the Commission m developing practical
muidelines, as mandated by the General Assernbly, to assist Member States m the feld of
disarmamnent and non-proliferation, and hope that lhe current session will prove 3
milesione 1 selting the tone for the upcommg meeting of the Preparatory Committee jo;
the 2014 NPT Review Conference, and also SS0D IV . which has become long over due,
lo cxanine the whole question of disanmament.

T thank you Mr. Chairman.



