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M. Chaimman,

The Nigerian delegation joins previous speakers in congratulating you on your election as
the Chaiman of the 2007 session of the Disarmament Commission. We also congratulate cther
memmbers of the Bureau, and further assure you of the full support and cooperation of the Migerian
delegation.

We further wish to express profound appreciation to the Chaimmen of the two Working
Groups for providing us with the respactive working docitments on each of the fwo agenda items.
We believe that both of them conlain enough matenials that would iead our discussions to the
desired consensus.

We welcome the secretary General to this Operiing Session and applauded his effors at
praviding added momentum to the disarmament agenda.

Mi. Chairman,

My delegation associates ‘tself with the statsments made by the Ambassadors of
Indonesia and Sudan on behalt of the Noen-Aligned Wovement [NAM) and the African Group
respectively. | would however wish to highlight a few additional areas of concern to my delegation.

We are gathered here at a time when the International community has withessed a series
of setbacks in various disarmament fora as a result of lack of political will among some Member
States to advance maiters related to disarmament and non-proliferation. These failures should
serve as a wake-up call to all of us, My delegation is of the firm belief that we must not continue to
tread on such a path but rather we should il join hands to reverse this trend by reaffirming our
commitment to the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations.

It is in this regard that my delegation attaches gieat importance to the current Sesso of
the Disarmament Commission, not o1ly becguse it is the secand year of the three year cycie, for
which we expect substanlive discussions i commence, but also there is the added expectation
that as this Session interfaces with the First Meeting of the Preparatory Commitiee of the 2310
Review Conference of the States Parties to the Treety on the Mon Profiferation of Nuclear
Weapons (MPT), its outcome will impact on the proceadings of the |atter meeting.

Mr. Chairman,

On agenda item 1, my delegation regards the UNDC as a unique, specialized and

deliberative body within the United Nations multilateral disarmament machinery, whick has

contributed to the emergence of global norms in the past and benefited the intemational securty



enviranment.  We therefore expect this session to build on the achievements of the past by
embracing multilaterism th addressing the issue of the principles and objectives of nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation in all its ramifications.

My delegation strongly believes that nuclear weapons pose the greatest danger to
humanity. We therefore support the effective efimination of nuclear weapons through multilateral
hegotiation that would lead to the conclusion of & Convention prohibiting the development,
production, testing stockpiling, transfer, thieat or use of nuclear weapons, Towards this 2nd,
nuclear weapon states must commit themselves tc reverse the qualitative improvement,
development, production and stockpiling of nuclear warheads and their means of delivery, We
further support the establishment of a legally binding international instrument on security
ASSUrANCEs,

r. Chairman,

The Nigerian delegation is also convinced that ownership of nuclear weapons confers
special and indeed additional responsibility on their owners to build real confidence in the
infemational cammunily by comrnitting themsefves to a programme of nuclear disarmament,
leading to total elimination of nuclear weapons, and absolute guarantes against the use or threat of
use of huclear weapans.

On the issue of practical Confidence Buildings Measures {CBMS} in the fielo of
conventional amms, my delegation believes that CBMS represent another means of strengthening
international peace and securily. Corfidence building creales a conducive atmosphere for
negotiation of arms control and disarmament. When applied in a comprehensive manner, CEMS
can be conducive to achieving security based on cooperation and openness thus contributnig to
the wider ohjective of the renunciation of the use or threat of use of force. To this end, the
implementation of the guidelines for appropriate types of confidence building measures is of
significance, taking into account the prevailing political military and other conditions.

M. Chaiman

The global ams trade has defied all effcrts towards addressing the negative
consequences of convenlional arms proliferation in ¢risis rdden developing countries. It is
therefore a matter of serious concem that developing countries actount for 63.2 percent of the
value of international arms delivery estimated at over 1.1 trillion dollars in 2006, We recail -hat

3500 1 referred to heavy military expenditure as a colossat waste of resources. |n this regard. the



Migerian delegation calls for a drastic reduction of millary expenditure so that resources suved
could be channeled towards efforts aimed at fightirg poverty and improving other human
conditions. [t is however @ matter of regret that the 2006 estimate of global military expenditure
rose astrenomically to 1.1 trillion dollars, a 2.5 percent of wortd GDP.

Mr. Chaiman,

My delegation is equaily concerned that illegal trade in smalt arms and light weapors and
their easy accessibility to non-state actors, continue to threaten peace, stability security and the
economies of developing counkies. |t is in this regard that we have consistently advocatad for
international measures to check the profiferation of these weapons at national, regicnal and
international levels. We believe that the Moratorium by Economic Community of West African
States [ECOWAS) on the importation and exportation 3f these armms, which was adopted as a
Convention fast June, could serve as a useful instrument in that direction.

My delegation is ready to work with other delegalions so that at the end of this sessicn we
would have contributed to the strengthening of infematior & peace and secunty.

| Thark You.



