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Mr. Chairman,

My delegation’s remarks are in addition to the statement to be made by Mexico on behalf of the Rio Group later today.

I wish to congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the 2009 substantive session of the United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC). 

Brazil appreciates your efforts to achieve a consensus on an agenda for the Commission. Be assured of my delegation’s full support to you and to the other members of the Bureau in discharging your duties. 

I also take the opportunity to thank the High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, Ambassador Sérgio Duarte, for his opening remarks and for his continued commitment and efforts in supporting Member States in their endeavours in the field of disarmament.

Mr. Chairman,

Brazil believes that the Commission has an important role within the UN disarmament machinery. Since its creation, it has produced several useful guidelines and principles that prepared the ground for multilateral negotiations on disarmament issues. As a deliberative body with universal participation, dedicated to long-term discussion of disarmament issues, it does not operate under the constraints that characterize negotiations of legally binding agreements. One should take advantage of this aspect of the Commission’s role and of its relevance as a forum for Member States to explore new avenues towards disarmament. It is up to all of us to seize this opportunity and to work towards achieving concrete outcomes in the Commission’s deliberations. 

Nuclear disarmament is an issue of utmost priority. This has been reflected in the work of the Disarmament Commission and was formally mandated under General Assembly’s decision 52/492, which establishes that at least one of the items of the UNDC’s agenda will comprise an issue on nuclear disarmament.

In this context, I would like to highlight that the Commission meets in a particularly auspicious moment. The recent statements made by authorities from Nuclear Weapons States (NWS), at the highest level, rekindle hope and provide a stimulus for Member States to fully engage in the discussions on disarmament and non-proliferation. My delegation expects these positive signals to turn into concrete actions. 

Brazil is particularly encouraged by the possibility that the necessary ratification processes of the Comprehensive Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) be concluded soon, which would lead to its entry into force. Equally auspicious would be progress in the negotiations towards a verifiable treaty to end the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons use.  

Mr. Chairman,

As we begin this new three-year cycle, it is helpful to recall that progress on disarmament issues require a balanced and integrated approach. Resolution 61/67 mandates the UNDC to work on “elements of a Declaration of 2010s as the Fourth Disarmament Decade”. In order to fulfill this mandate, the Commission should not only take stock of the commitments made by Member States in the previous decades, but also consider the challenges ahead. From Brazil’s perspective, the Declaration should reflect the priority that we, all, place on nuclear disarmament. It should also address other relevant issues in the field of conventional weapons and in particular small arms and light weapons. Furthermore, adequate attention should be given to the conclusion of an effective arms trade treaty. Above all, the indispensable role of the UN framework in dealing with peace and security issues in accordance with the Charter should be reaffirmed.

The UNDC has considered the issue of the Confidence-building measures in the 2001-2003 cycle and more recently in the last cycle (2006-2008). Despite our efforts, an agreement, on guidelines and recommendations on this matter remains elusive. It is important to highlight that CBMs aim to alter inaccurate perceptions and to avoid misunderstandings about military actions and policies that might otherwise lead to conflict. They can gradually foster stable political and diplomatic relations and transform parties’ ideas about their security needs. They can even encourage initiatives to identify shared security interests in a manner conducive to a better appreciation of the importance of effective disarmament.

Mr. Chairman,

In concluding, I wish to assure the readiness of my delegation to work with you and with the members of the Bureau for a successful outcome in this session. Time is ripe for the Commission to take decisive steps to reach substantive results. 

Thank you.
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